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In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Naza-
reth, a village in Galilee, to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to 
a man named Joseph, a descendant of King David. Gabriel appeared to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you!”
 
Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. “Don’t be 
afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! You will con-
ceive and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be very great and 
will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of 
his ancestor David. And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never 
end!”

Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.”

The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most 
High will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called 
the Son of God.  What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her 
old age! People used to say she was barren, but she’s now in her sixth month. For 
nothing is impossible with God.”

Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me 
come true.” And then the angel left her.

—Luke 1:26-38, The Message. As suggested by Lectionary C, Fourth Sunday of Advent.

O God, you have taken to yourself the blessed Virgin Mary, mother of your 
incarnate Son: Grant that we, who have been redeemed by his blood, may 
share with her the glory of your eternal kingdom; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen.

—Collect from the Feast of St Mary the Virgin.
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This is how Jesus the Messiah was born. His mother, Mary, was engaged to be 
married to Joseph. But before the marriage took place, while she was still a virgin, 
she became pregnant through the power of the Holy Spirit.  Joseph, her fiancé, was 
a good man and did not want to disgrace her publicly, so he decided to break the 
engagement quietly.

As he considered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream. “Joseph, son 
of David,” the angel said, “do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife. For the child 
within her was conceived by the Holy Spirit. And she will have a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.”

All of this occurred to fulfill the Lord’s message through his prophet:
  “Look! The virgin will conceive a child!
       She will give birth to a son,
    and they will call him Immanuel,
       which means ‘God is with us.’”

When Joseph woke up, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded and took Mary 
as his wife. But he did not have sexual relations with her until her son was born. 
And Joseph named him Jesus.

—Matthew 1:18-25, NLT. The Daily Office, Yr 2, Dec. 24

O God, who from the family of your servant David raised up Joseph to be the 
guardian of your incarnate Son and the spouse of his virgin mother: Give us 
grace to imitate his uprightness of life and his obedience to your commands; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

—Collect from the Feast of Saint Joseph.
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About that time Caesar Augustus ordered a census to be taken throughout the 
Empire. This was the first census when Quirinius was governor of Syria. Everyone 
had to travel to his own ancestral hometown to be accounted for. So Joseph went 
from the Galilean town of Nazareth up to Bethlehem in Judah, David's town, for 
the census. As a descendant of David, he had to go there. He went with Mary, his 
fiancée, who was pregnant.

While they were there, the time came for her to give birth. She gave birth to a son, 
her firstborn. She wrapped him in a blanket and laid him in a manger, because there 
was no room in the hostel.

 —Luke 2:1-7, The Message. Lectionary, Christmas Day.

Almighty God, who arranged the affairs of a nation so that your Son Jesus 
would be born in the place the prophets foretold, send us your Holy Spirit 
that we too may travel safely to our appointed places, that we would hear the 
glad tidings of Jesus’ birth and know him again as the fulfillment of all your 
promises, sworn by your own Self, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, Amen.

Christmas Eve

Read this scripture just prior to leaving your home for a Christmas Eve service, or when setting 
out to see your family.
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Think of yourselves the way Christ Jesus thought of himself. He had equal status 
with God but didn't think so much of himself that he had to cling to the advan-
tages of that status no matter what. Not at all. When the time came, he set aside the 
privileges of deity and took on the status of a slave, became human! Having become 
human, he stayed human. It was an incredibly humbling process. He didn't claim 
special privileges. Instead, he lived a selfless, obedient life and then died a selfless, 
obedient death—and the worst kind of death at that—a crucifixion.

Because of that obedience, God lifted him high and honored him far beyond anyone 
or anything, ever, so that all created beings in heaven and on earth—even those long 
ago dead and buried—will bow in worship before this Jesus Christ, and call out in 
praise that he is the Master of all, to the glorious honor of God the Father.

—Philippians 2:5-11, The Message. Daily Office, Christmas Eve.

O God, who wonderfully created, and yet more wonderfully restored, the dignity 
of human nature: Grant that we may share the divine life of him who humbled 
himself to share our humanity, your Son Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with 
you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

—Collect for the Second Sunday after Christmas.

You may wish to close the evening singing “Silent Night.”

Christmas Eve
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Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the reign of King Herod. About that 
time some wise men from eastern lands arrived in Jerusalem, asking, “Where is the 
newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as it rose, and we have come to worship him.”

King Herod was deeply disturbed when he heard this, as was everyone in Jerusalem.  
He called a meeting of the leading priests and teachers of religious law and asked, 
“Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?”

 “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they said, “for this is what the prophet wrote:

  ‘And you, O Bethlehem in the land of Judah,
       are not least among the ruling cities of Judah,
    for a ruler will come from you
       who will be the shepherd for my people Israel.’”

Then Herod called for a private meeting with the wise men, and he learned from 
them the time when the star first appeared. Then he told them, “Go to Bethlehem 
and search carefully for the child. And when you find him, come back and tell me so 
that I can go and worship him, too!”

After this interview the wise men went their way. And the star they had seen in the 
east guided them to Bethlehem. It went ahead of them and stopped over the place 
where the child was. When they saw the star, they were filled with joy! They en-
tered the house and saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and 
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasure chests and gave him gifts of gold, 
frankincense, and myrrh.

When it was time to leave, they returned to their own country by another route, for 
God had warned them in a dream not to return to Herod.

—Matthew 2:1-12, New Living Translation. Lectionary, The Epiphany.

Sovereign God, who guided the wise men to the young Christ child that they 
might offer gifts and honor him as King: so warm our hearts that in the giving 
and receiving of these earthly gifts, we would receive your heavenly gifts and give 
you praise and glory for your greatest gift, our Saviour Jesus Christ who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, King of all ages, Amen.

Christmas Day

Though out of order, this is a good reading prior to opening gifts with your family. If your chil-
dren are small (or just impatient) you may wish to begin with verse 8 (Then Herod...).

The Wise Men Bring Gifts
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That night there were shepherds staying in the fields nearby, guarding their flocks 
of sheep. Suddenly, an angel of the Lord appeared among them, and the radiance 
of the Lord’s glory surrounded them. They were terrified, but the angel reassured 
them. “Don’t be afraid!” he said. “I bring you good news that will bring great joy to 
all people. The Savior—yes, the Messiah, the Lord—has been born today in Bethle-
hem, the city of David! And you will recognize him by this sign: You will find a baby 
wrapped snugly in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.”

Suddenly, the angel was joined by a vast host of others—the armies of heaven—
praising God and saying,

  “Glory to God in highest heaven,
       and peace on earth to those with whom God is pleased.”

When the angels had returned to heaven, the shepherds said to each other, “Let’s go to 
Bethlehem! Let’s see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.”

They hurried to the village and found Mary and Joseph. And there was the baby, 
lying in the manger. After seeing him, the shepherds told everyone what had hap-
pened and what the angel had said to them about this child. All who heard the 
shepherds’ story were astonished, but Mary kept all these things in her heart and 
thought about them often. The shepherds went back to their flocks, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen. It was just as the angel had told them.

 —Luke 2:8-20, New Living Translation. Lectionary, Christmas Day I/II.

O God, you make us glad by the yearly festival of the birth of your only Son 
Jesus Christ: Grant that we, who joyfully receive him as our Redeemer, may 
with sure confidence behold him when he comes to be our Judge; who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

—Collect for The Nativity of Our Lord, Christmas Day.

Christmas Day

Use this reading prior to your main meal or as an official beginning of your celebration.
The Shepherds’ Story
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In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and 
without Him nothing was made that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the 
light of men. And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not compre-
hend it.
   
There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  This man came for a wit-
ness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. He was not 
that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. That was the true Light which 
gives light to every man coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not 
know Him.  He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. But as many 
as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those 
who believe in His name: who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, 
nor of the will of man, but of God.
   
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory 
as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 —John 1:1-14, New King James. Lectionary, Christmas Day III.

O God, you have caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the 
true Light: Grant that we, who have known the mystery of that Light on 
earth, may also enjoy him perfectly in heaven; where with you and the Holy 
Spirit he lives and reigns, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen.

 —Collect from The Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Day.

Father, We thank Thee for this day. 
Bless all we do and all we say. 
May we each enjoy Thy blessings great 
As Jesus’ Birth we celebrate. 
And may the love that we share here 
Remain throughout the coming year. 
Amen!

—Attributed to Gertrude B. Byram
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